[Apoptosis in age-related macular degeneration].
To examine the role of apoptosis in photoreceptor cell death in age-related macular degeneration. 16 human eyes with age-related macular degeneration (ARMD) were studied by histopathology and TDT-mediated biotin-dUTP nick-end labeling (TUNEL) technique. The characteristic DNA fragmentation of apoptosis was observed in scattered photoreceptor cells in 6 of 16 eyes. It is suggested that apoptosis be one of the important pathways of photoreceptor cell death in age-related macular degeneration.